
COMPUTER
for prepared piano, live electronics and live visuals

Niccolò Angioni

Technical rider 

• Grand piano, prepared according to the piano player taste; 
• Laptop; 
• Max-Msp with jit.gl.isf package installed https://isf.vidvox.net/isf-
for-jitter; 
• SuperCollider; 
• Windows 95 emulator (suggested: https://www.pcjs.org/software/pcx86/
sys/windows/win95/4.00.950/); 
• External computer screen for visualising Windows; 
• Optional: external keyboard, the older the better; 
• Projector; 
• Contact mic (AKG C411 or similar), attached to piano sound board; 
• Contact mic (piezo is ok), attached to computer keyboard; 
• Volume pedal or midi expression pedal; 
• Phantom power adaptor (not needed if using dynamic mic); 
• Audio interface 2in, 4outs - 2outs also possible; 
• 4 channels audio system - 2ch also possible :(
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Instructions for the computer user, the 
night before the performance: 

• preferably before going to sleep; 
• find a comfortable place where to 
sit; 

• put on some relaxing, chill, soft 
music (preferable nostalgic); 

• take a notebook or a piece of paper 
and a pen; 

• write date and time; 
• take a deep breath; 
• mentally collect scenes of your 
childhood. Visualise them in 1st 
person with your present self. 

• write few sentences to contextualise, 
i.e. where you are at the moment and 
what you are doing… you can add 
something about your day; 

• make a reference to the performance 
coming up next day: how do you feel 
about it? Be as honest as possible; 

• take another deep breath and look 
around, try to get a picture of 
yourself from the outside, as an 
external observer; 

• write down your thoughts in first 
person, can be about your feelings or 
about a situation, but try to get 
personal and not to block your stream 
of consciousness; 

• Nobody is going to know if what you 
write is reality or fiction.pianist
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Section I - start up
cue 0 
0:00

• start up windows

 filter band #20

cue 1 
~0:50 when windows ready

• play windows sound 
• open notepad.exe 
•
• start typing journal entry

cue 1.5 
1:30

cue 2 
2:30

• continue typing...

cue 3 
3:30

occasionally react to 
the text if something 
inspires you

Section II - introspection

• continue typing 
• open a filter band in mid frequencies; 
• close high & low band; 
•   reverb osc.gain

cue 4 
4:30
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master AM mod. • master AM freq. ———> ~264.

start mixing the different prepared sounds and gradually increase density towards arpeggios

rest
sneak in, guitar pick 
scrubbing low strings, then 
plucking high strings

gradually more percussive, repeat 
the same sound for few seconds, 
don’t mix different sounds
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filter band #3

feedback loop -12 db

volume pedal

type gain

preset
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• continue typing...



3• end typing

cue 5 
~5:30

Section III - detachment

cue 6 
~6:00

cue 7 
~6:30

osc.gain4

osc.gainosc.gainosc.gain

osc.gain

cue 8 
~7:00

osc.gainosc.gain5

play around...
for the whole section:

AM mod, master AM mod,  filter bands

• Start superCollider 
• detach 
• Shut down Windows

End 
~8:00

feedback loop
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sustain pedal

cue 9 
~7:30


